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Interior Department & EPA get $32 billion spending increase

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Senate on Thurs-
day, September 25 ap-
proved big budget
increases for the Interior
Department and the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency as it passed a $32
billicn spending measure
for the budget year that
starts next week,

The measure, passed
77-21, is especially gener-
ous with EPA grants to
cities and counties for
clean and safe drinking
water projects. The money
would ease a backlog and
would, Democrats say, cre-
ate much-needed infra-
structure jobs.

The measure is the
sixth of the 12 annual
spending bills setting
agency operating budgets

to have passed the Senate, .

Like the otherg, the meag-
ure provides significant
increases for the programs
it covers, including a 33
percent increase for the
EPA. The additional
money mostly would cover
the more than doubling of
the budget for water and
sewer grants - if money
provided in the economie
stimulus bill passed in

February isn’t included in
the calculations,

All told, the bill would
provide a 17 percent boost
for its programs, inchuding
$2.6 billion for the Forest
Service to combat wild-
fires, a 21 percent in-
crease, and $4 billion for
the Indian Health Service,
an 11 percent increase.

The bill contains more
than 300 pet projects
known as  earmarks
sought by senators, They
total $246 million, accord-
ing to Taxpayers for Com-
mon Sense, a

‘Washington-based budget
“watchdog group. Many of

those went to local govern-
ments to replace water
and sewer lines, while oth-
erse went for improve-
meénts at parks and
wildlife refuges and to pre-
serve historic structures.
Efforts during the
week long debate to kil
gome earmarks failed by
overwhelming margins.
The measure passed
with bipartisan support
despite protests from Re-
publican  conservatives
such as Jeff Sessions of Al-
abama and John Ensign of
Nevada, who said it’s sim-

ply ivresponsible to ap-
prove such generous in-
creases while the
government is running a
huge deficit,

On Thursday, Democ-
rats blocked a vote on an
attempt by Lisa
Murkowski, R-Alaska, to
block the EPA from issu-
ing regulations during fis-
eal 2010 to clamp down on
carbon dioxide emissions
from power plants, facto-
ries and other so-called
stationary sources.

The EPA just last
week took steps to regu-
late heat-trapping pollu-
tion from automobile
tailpipes for the first time,
and EPA Administrator
Lisa Jackson argued be-
fore the vote that the Re-
publican effort would also
have derailed those ef-
forts.

“Senator Murkowski’s
amendment would be a
death knell to the historic
agreement between the
President and auto mak-
ers to increase gas mileage
and reduce emissions from
cars and trucks,” Jackson
said in a statement
Wednesday.

The move by Republi-

cans comes as legislation
to curb greenhouse gases
in the Senate has been de-
layed,

The measure also con-

‘tains an unusual earmark

by chief bill sponsor Di-
anne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
to authorize the National ‘
Park Service to extend the |
permit for an oyster farm
in the Point Reyes Na-
tional Seashove. In doing
80, Feinstein. sided
squarely with  oyster
farmer Kevin Lunny, who
had been battling the park
service and local environ-.
mentalists. They claimed
Lunny’s oyster farm was
harming seals and doing
other damage to the pris-
tine Drakes Estero,

But a National Acad-
emy of Sciences study re-
leased earlier this year
said the park service mis-
represented facts and ex-
aggerated the operation’s
negative effect on the en-
vironment - which was a
key factor in Feinstein’s |
decision to side with |
Lunny. His permit to raise °
and harvest oysters in
Drakes Bay would be ex-
tended until 2022,




